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Humility leads to wealth and berachot.
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"See that | am placing before you today a blessing... The blessing that you
listen... the curse if you don’t listen..." (Devarim 11:26-28)
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One must be precise and wonder
why the pasuk begins with X3,
"see," in the singular tense, but
concludes with the phrase D>19Y,
"before you," in plural tense. It
should have stated X7 (see) in the
plural tense, so that it would be
consistent with the word o>39%.
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Furthermore, we need tounderstand
why regarding the blessing it states
that the blessing is "that you listen”
(hwr), whereas regarding the curse
it states "if you don't listen" (XY OX
pynwn)...2"
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Wemustalsoexplainthesignificance
of the word °21X, which means "I" in the
words "I am placing in front of you a
blessing and a curse." Why is the word
IR specifically used to mean "I" when
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the word ’iX can also mean "I?"
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Lastly we must also expand
upon the explanation of Chazal
regarding the the Torah's imperative
(Devarim 14:22) to give the ma'aser
tithe (hwyn “wy), "tithe (your crops)
so you will become wealthy."
(Ta'anit 9a) Similarly, the Midrash
(Tanchumah Re'eh 18) teaches
"Tithe so you will not lack." Yet,
according to another version of the
Midrash: "Tithe so that you will
lack." This also needs elucidation,
for why would one separate ma'aser in
order to become in need:

The Bat Ayin now begins to explain
the significance of the word *JIX X
stands for PpYR ‘NN, the first of the
Ten Commandments, which is the
mitzvah of emunah (belief in Hashem).
Reward in this world comes because of
emunabh.
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I heard from my father, of
blessed memory, that the expression
IR X7 means that because of the
mitzvah to believe in Hashem that
begins with the word 21X, which we
heard directly from the Almighty's
mouth, we receive reward in this
world. Reward is primarily reserved
for Olam Habah. the
reward for emunah is given even in
this world. The Torah says 1M1 21X X7
1271 orn 0>19Y (See that I am giving
blessing before you today). This can
be translated, "see to keep the mitzvah
of o8, of emunah, and I will give you
blessings today - in this world."

However,
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This is the emphasis of orin, "today,"
because the reward is here today,
in this world. This was my father's
explanation.
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21N also alludes to humility. Thus, the
Torah is saying *2IN 7IN7 - "see to it to be
humble" and I will give you blessing/
reward in this world.
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When one humbles himself like
Avraham Avinu who said, 7981 70y 21X, "I
am dirt and ashes" (Bereishit 18:27)
until he doesn’t consider himself
an independent entity, the result
is that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
make Himself small as well, so to
speak, and bestow goodness to the
world. Hashem's association with this
world is an expression of His humility
because Hashem is infinitely greater
than the entire world. Therefore, when
someone has humility Hashem acts
with humility as well and "descends
beneath His honor" to bestow kindness
to the world.

Even punishments that are meted
out in this world are a kindness, as
they cleanse a person from sin.
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Even if it was decreed that one be

punished because of his sins, chas
veshalom, it is a form of kindness

since he is punished in this world
so he can inherit the future world.
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For "a moment of pleasure in
the World to Come is better than
the entire life in this world. (Avos
4:17) Therefore, when one is humble
Hashem acts humbly as well and
bestows goodness upon the world.
Even punishment is a kindness to
cleanse a person for the future world.
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It is certainly good to receive
one's punishment in this world
and he will then be clean in Olam
Habah.
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However, we must understand of

what benefit it is to receive reward

for the commandment of X
(emunah) in this world.
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Wouldn’t it be better to receive
the reward in the future, eternal
world rather than in this fleeting
world? Why then does the Torah
promise reward for acquiring and
maintaining emunah in this world?
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The answer is that to serve

Hashem one needs yishuv hadaat,
peace of mind.
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One needs to receive at least some
amount of reward in this world so
he can have peace of mind to serve
the Creator.
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Chazal implied this when they
said wynnw »awawy, "Tithe so you
will become wealthy" since it is
surprising that he should tithe just
to get rewarded. Generally, we are
taught that we should serve Hashem
out of love and not to gain reward!
Why, then, would our sages instruct us
to fulfill the mitzvah of ma'aser so that
we will attain material wealth?

DI 72R7 DTN O¥PY KW Y P
2% namm M i Y T wWynty
NI 172 X7iaT NTiayy

The answer is that a person is
permitted to desire to become

wealthy so he can have peace of
mind for Hashem's service.
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The Midrash states, "tithe so you
won't lack.” This means that you
should tithe so that you will not
lack parnassah. This is because
when one lacks a proper livelihood
he isn't able to serve Hashem with a
clear mind, chas veshalom.
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A different version of the Midrash
is, 'tithe so you will lack." This
means that one should tithe in order to
be blessed with ample parnassah so he
will have peace of mind for Hashem's
service and he will then be able to
discover what he lacks in himself -
his faults and lowliness. In order to
serve Hashem with humility, one needs
peace of mind in order to contemplate
and acknowledge his faults. This is
implied by "tithe so you will lack," so
you will have peace of mind to do a

self-reckoning.

When the Torah says "N AN7" it
means to be careful to uphold the
lessons implied by °2N, which are
emunah and humility.
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This is the reason it states DX X7
in the singular tense. If one would
place a comma between the word X3
and the word >2X, it would denote that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu says to each
individual X3, "see" to be careful
with »Dx"," that you shouldn’t lose
focus from the commandment of
PPoR 0 ook, The yoke of Hashem's
Kingship (acceptance of Hashem's
authority) should always be on you.
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Through this level of emunah you
will experience the meaning of another
two times that the expression ’JIX is
used - 79Ny 70V *21R, "I am earth and
ashes," and vwx X9 nyHn ooy, "I am
a worm, and not a man" (Tehillim
22:7), since emunah will lead him to
humility. These are both examples
of humility. In the former, Avraham
declares that he is likened to temporary
and insignificant objects such as earth
and ash, while in the latter David
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HaMelech compares himself to a lowly
worm. In both instances the word
"IN is used to describe humility. One
who maintains proper and constant
emuanah (symbolized by the word >21x)
will ultimately achieve humility, which
is also symbolized by the word *Jix.

As a result of his humility there will
be reward in this world.
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Due to his achieving humility, one
will expressly draw blessing down
to the world, which is symbolized
by the expression o112 ora"," a
blessing today. In the merit of his
humility, Hashem will be humble
with the world and bestow kindness
upon it, orn, today. The pasuk begins
in singular (21X 7X7) because it tells
each individual to serve Hashem with
emunah and humility. Then it states
0>39% 1M "give to you" which is written
in the plural tense because when one
serves Hashem with humility, Hashem
bestows kindness not only onto him,
but also to the entire world.

YINWY Y2INW T 17T WNUR TUN’

The next words of the pasuk are nx
WHYNIWR 137110, "the blessing that you
will listen," because the purpose of
the blessings is so that you will be
able to listen to the Torah and serve

Hashem with serenity.
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It does not state that the blessing is
"if" (oX), which would be a condition.
The pasuk does not say "the blessing
will be if you listen. Rather, it says that
the blessing will be (so) that you (will)
listen. In other words, the blessing is
intended to assist us to listen/observe
the mitzvot.
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For through the humility
symbolized by the word ",JR"

Hashem will bestow His blessings and
everyone will certainly be able to
perform the mitzvot with peace of
mind.
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However, regarding the curse it
states "if" (oX), as there is a doubt
whether he will be able to remain
dedicated to Hashem's service despite
the hardships that he will endure.

Concerning the words 7wvn vy,
which literally mean that one must
tithe his crops, the Bat Ayin explains
that it also means to be humble. This
is because the word 7wy can also mean
the number 10, which is represented by
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the letter >' and the letter °' represents
humility. Thus, when the Gemara states
Jwynnw »awi vy, “tithe so you will
become wealthy," it can also mean "be
humble and you will become wealthy."
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Chazal say "Tithe so you will
become wealthy" ("wynnw »awaqwy).
They were also hinting to the
notion of 10, represented by the
letter *', which represents humility.
Thus, attaining humility also results
in acquiring wealth. This is as we
explained above, that one's humility
causes Hashem to be humble with the
world, so to speak, and bestow wealth
and goodness.
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As the holy Zohar (vol.III, 191a)
states, "the °' is a small black dot
that doesn’t have any white at all,"
and implies humility, as well as seeing

oneself without virtue (just as the '
does not have any white space.
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Jwyn vy, therefore, means that
you should have the attribute of
10, represented by the letter ', and
be humble. As a result of attaining
this level humility, wynn, you will
become wealthy.
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The double language in the
expression 7Jwyn 7wy alludes to the
idea that one will have 10 times 10,
which is equivalent to one hundred
blessings of wealth and goodness that
are given to the humble.

It is written (Devarim 10:12) ' n
1 58w PPN, "What does Hashem your
G-d request from you?" The word "7n"
(what) represents humility, as when
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Moshe Rabbeinu said (Shemot 16:8)
0 nnm, "what are we?" Such humility
generates one hundred blessings.
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This is as Chazal teach (Menachot

43b), "Don’t read it as 7n (what), but

rather read it 100) 1xn). As a result

of "M" (humility) you will receive
one hundred (7xn) blessings.

The Midrash states: When Moshe
wrote the Torah, a little bit of ink
remained on his quill. He put it on his
head and that is how he received the
717 237, rays of glory, which lit up his
countenance (as discussed in Shemot
34:30). Why was there extra ink in his
quill? The Ohr HaChayim explains that
when writing the description of himself
that Hashem instructed, Moshe did
not wish to fully illustrate himself as
an 7y (one who is perfectly humble).

Therefore, he wrote the word Yy,
without the letter °'. Consequently,
there was a small amount of ink that
remained on Moshe's quill. He wiped
it on his head and received the 77177,
rays of glory.
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The Ohr HaChayim (Shemot

34:29) explains that as a result of

the drop of ink that remained on

Moshe's quill due to Moshe not

writing the word 1y (humble) in its

full form including the letter *', he

merited to receive the 71 17p, the

glorious rays of light that emanated
from his face.
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The explanation for this is found
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in the writings of the Arizal, who
taught that as a result of arrogance
one blemishes the filling letters of
the first two letters of Hashem's
name.
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The filling letters of °' are the
letters 71 and the filling letter of 7'
is n'. These "filling letters" of the first
two letters of Hashem's name (° and
1) make up the letters of the word

71, glory, which implies that Moshe's
humility caused his face to shine
gloriously with mn1p. This is because
Moshe was truly humble and, therefore,
the first two letters of Hashem name
(along with their filling letters) were
complete and unblemished.

1Y 12,V NP2 NXRY 21V 11X 7

N

May it be His will that we merit

even a small amount of humility. So
may it be His will, amen.

Summary: The ideal place for receiving our reward is in Olam HaBa.
Nevertheless, we need some amount of reward in this world so
we can have peace of mind to serve Hashem. Therefore, Chazal
say "tithe so you will be wealthy," which is a play on words (wy
wynw). It is permitted to desire wealth so that one will be able to
serve Hashem with serenity.

Chazal also said "tithe so you will not lack" parnassah. However,
according to another version they said "tithe so you will lack.”" In
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the former it means the same as above, that one should separate
ma'aser in order to merit wealth and be able to serve Hashem
with peace of mind. However, the second version, which states
that one should tithe in order to experience lacking, actually means
that one should tithe so that he will have the peace of mind to be
able to perform a successful introspection and realize what he lacks
spiritually in order to improve.

One receives the reward for most mitzvot in Olam Habah.
However, it is possible to receive reward in this world as well.
This can occur through developing one's emunah, which leads
to humility, and is rewarded in this world. The reason why
a humble person is rewarded in this world is because when a
person is humble Hashem also humbles himself, so to speak, and
"lowers" himself to associate with this world in order to bestow
goodness upon it.  Finally, the double expression of Jwvn 7wy
indicates that if one lives with humility, which is represented by
the number ten and the letter yud, he will merit to be wealthy
and receive one hundred blessings. This quantity is derived from
the repetition of the word 7wy (tithe), which can also mean the
number ten. When multiplied by ten (as is derived from the
repetition of the word 97wy), the result is one 100. Therefore,
one who lives with humility will merit one hundred blessings.
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